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Directed by Dr. John Stefano 
Scenic design by Madeleine M. Sobota 
Lighting Design by D. Glen Vanderbilt 
Costiune design by Janice Benning 
Properties design by Melissa Make Muguruza 
Sound design by Peter Nein
July 31 at 7:30 p.m., August 1, 2, 3 at 8:00 p.m., 
August 4 at 2:00 p.m. and August 7, 8, 9,10 
at 8:00 p.m., August 11 at 2:00 p.m., 1996
Campus Center Theatre
lOOW. Home Street 
Westerville, OH 43081
Summer Theatre Show #136 
Otterbein College Theatre Show #495
Black Coffee is presented through special arrangement with 
Samuel French, Inc., 45 West 25th Street, New York, N.Y. 10010.
THE CAST
TREDWELL (the butler)................................................Christopher M. DePaola
LUCIA AMORY (Richard’s wife)......................................... Emily Marie Cotton
MISS CAROLINE AMORY (Sir Claud Amor/s sister) ... Victoria libertore
RICHARD AMORY (his son)................................................................  Corey Brill
BARBARA AMORY (his niece) ............................................................ Cara Miller
EDWARD RAYNOR (his secretary)...........................................Aaron W. Ramey
DR. CARELU...................................................................................  Steven Lhamon
SIR CLAUD AMORY..................................... ........................................James Carr
HERCULE POIROT.............................................................................. Ed Vaughan
CAPTAIN ARTHUR HASTINGS, O.B.E.........................Jason W. Morrissette
DR. GRAHAM......................................................................................... Wade Beam
INSPECTOR JAPP................................................................. Daniel M. Koscielak
JOHNSON (a constable) .............................................................................BillWeUs
SYNOPSIS OF SCENES
The action of the play takes place in the hbrary of Sir Claud Amor^s 
house at Abbot’s Cleve, about twenty-five miles fi-om London.
ACT I. 8:30 p.m.
ACT n. The following morning 
ACT HI. Fifteen minutes later
There vnll be two twelve minute intermissions.
BIOGRAPHIES
Ed Vaughan (Poirot) has been an actor, director, stage mcinager, theatre manager, artis­
tic director or producer on over 200 theatrical productions. He is well known to Cen­
tral Ohio audiences having performed xmder Actors' Equity contracts at CATCO, Play­
ers Theatre of Columbus, Otterbein College, Otterbein Summer Theatre, Grandpar­
ents Living Theatre and the Country Dinner Playhouse. A few of his favorite Central 
Ohio acting roles include: Max in The Homecoming, Bobby Gould in Speed-the-Plow, 
and Herbie in The Loman Family Picnic at CATCO; Lear in King Lear, Nat Moyer in I'm 
Not Rappoport, Father Rivard in The Runner Stumbles, Pseudolous in A Funny Thing 
Happened on the Way to the Forum, Jessep in A Few Good Men emd Frank in Educating Rita 
at Otterbein; and the Stage Manager in Our Town for Grandparents Living Theatre. 
Mr. Vaughcm's most enjoyable passions are following his son's military career with 
the Army aind 'hanging out" with his seventeen yecir-old daughter Emily. Mr. Vaughan 
is an Associate Professor in the Dept, of Theatre emd Dcmce at Otterbein College. Mr. 
Vaughan appears courtesy of Actors' Equity Association.
Dr. John Stefano (director) has been chairman of the Department of Theatre and Dance 
at Otterbein College since 1992, when he moved from Illinois State University where he 
was chair of their Theatre Depcirtment emd Managing E>irector of the lUinois Shakespeare 
Festival. Before that, he was Director of Theatre at Emporia State University in Kansas 
where he directed the oldest Summer Theatre west of the Mississippi. At Otterbein, he 
has staged Big River, Top Girls, Baby, Szveet Charity, md Robin Hood. John also serves on the 
regional board of the American College Theatre Festival and the boctrd of the Ohio Alh- 
ance for Arts Education. He would like to dedicate this production to the memory of his 
mother who introduced him to the joys of Agatha Christie when he was ten years old.
Madeleine ML Sobota (scenic design) is delighted to be designing her first show at 
Otterbein. She has taught and designed at a number of colleges and universities, includ­
ing Kenyon College, Loyola University-Chicago, amd, most recently, the State University 
of New York at Buffalo. At SUNY, she designed the sets for The Threepenny Opera, Bril­
liant Traces, Godspell, and an innovative environmental production of Antigone in New 
York, all pcirt of SUNY's new Center for the Arts' premiere season. Locally, Madeleine 
has designed for CATCO, the Columbus Light Opera, Grandparents Living Theatre, and
the Columbus Ensemble Theatre. She was honored by USITT-Ohio Valley Section with 
a Peggy Ezekial Finalist Award for excellence in scenic design for her designs for The 
Three Sisters at OSU. Madeleine studied design with Lester Polakov in New York, and 
holds degrees in theatre and design from Northwestern University and The Ohio State 
University.
D. Glen Vanderbilt Jr. (lighting designer) is a Professor of Theatre at Ohio Wesleyan 
University and has worked aroimd the country as a designer, director and educator at 
the Interlochen Center for the Arts, CATCO, the University of Colorado, the Cleveland 
Playhouse, BaUetMet, Boston PubUck Theatre, Colorado Sh^espeare Festival, Vanderbilt 
University, Northwestern University and the Hong Kong Repertory Theatre. He has 
studied with Josef Svoboda at the Banff Center for the Arts and with Rachel Keebler at 
the Cobalt Scenic Studios in New York and currently serves as President of the Ohio 
Theatre Alliance. This is Mr. Vanderbilf s second summer with OST-last summer he 
designed set and lights for Sherlock's Last Case and lights for Closer Than Ever. His design 
for Harrison, Texas (CATCO) won an award for excellence from the USITT-Ohio Valley, 
which Glen has won on three previous occassions and his design for Angel Street 
(Interlochen Arts Camp) was selected for inclusion in this years' Design Expo at the 
National USITT Conference in Fort Worth.
Janice Beiming (costume designer) just designed Three Viewings and Three Hotels at the 
Oregon Shakespeare Festival. Credits at regional theatres include Syracuse Stage, Wash­
ington DC's Source and Studio Theatres, ACT in San Francisco, Old Globe Theatre, Mark 
Taper Forum and Sledgehammer Theatre. In 1992 she designed the West Coast pre­
mieres of Jose Rivera's Marisol and The Swan, as well as What The Butler Saw directed by 
Michael Grief and featuring Kate Mulgrew, all at the LaJoUa Playhouse. She holds an 
MFA in theatre design from the University of California, San Diego, and is currently a
Vioitisvg
Wade Beam (Dr. Graham) After Black Coffee, Wade is looking forward to stage managing 
To Kill A Mockingbird in the iedl, along with being production assistant for the Theatre 
Dept. He is looking forward to long awaited sleep and being able to spend time with his 
family, who thinks he doesn't exist anymore. Thanks to Sheri, Melissa, Mami, Steve, J.W. 
and everyone else for helping him get through the summer.
Corey Brill (Richard Amory) is a senior musical theatre major from Cambridge, OH. He 
is excited to be going on internship in the fall with a New York casting agency. Corey last 
appecued cis the Covmt De Chandon in Phantom.
Emily Marie Cotton (Lucia Amory) is a junior BFA musical theatre major from Toledo. 
She's appeared in Charley's Aunt, Phantom, A Chorus Line and Sweet Charity. Emily would 
like to thank the SDS for all of the fun, her pcirents for loving her, and all of her brothers 
for putting up with her.
Christopher M. DePaola (Tredwell) is a soon-to-be senior from Hollywood, FL. His 
credits include Paul in A Chorus Line and Santiago in A Few Good Men. He would like to 
thank his peirents and Amy for their patience and support.
Mami Kuhn (production rtumager, master painter) A recent 19% graduate, her Otterbein 
credits in the Icist yeeu include; directing the Workshop production of Three Women and 
playing Arkhein in Trojan Women. She would like to thank the following jjeople for all 
their help during the summer season: Tim, Matd, Melissa, Briarr, Steve, Wade, Pete, Bill, 
Tricia and JW. After the summer and a bit of therapy she hopes to move to New York.
Darnel M. Kosdelak (Inspector Japp) In playing a cop, Daniel has really come to under­
stand the law and its irmer workings. He would like to remind the audience that murder 
is wrong and, as muchas this cast glamorizes it, it is stiU wrong. He would also like to 
thcink Elvis for his divine inspiration.
Steven Lhamon (Dr. CareUi) Steve graduated this spring with a BFA in musical theatre. 
He was Icist seen in Otterbein College's production of Phantom. He is serving as ward­
robe master and will appear in Charley's Aunt and Black Coffee. He wishes the class of'% 
luck as he heads to New York this fcdl for a new begirming.
Victoria Libertore (Miss Amory) just completed her tour with the WWF. She can be 
found at South \Tne knitting on most evenings. She thanks the ladies of Vine, the Burdge 
family emd her parents.
THE PRODUCTION STAFF
Producing Artistic Director..
Managing Director. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Business Manager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Production Manager. . . . . . . . . . . .
Stage Manager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Assistant Stage Manager. . . . .
Technical Director. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Assistant Technical Director
Master Carpenter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Costume Shop Supervisor ...
Master Electrician. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Master Painter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sound Engineer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Box Office Assistants. . . . . . . . . .
Running Crew. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dennis Romer
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jason W. Morrissette
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tod Wilson
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mami Kuhn
.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sherri M. Nierman
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wade Beam
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Timothy D.AIIwein
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kathiyn D. Brandt
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gregory Bell
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marci Main
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Wells
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mami Kuhn
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Peter Nein
Tricia Collins,Amy Ellenberger 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Meg Morman
Cara Miller (Barbara Amory) graduated this past June from Otterbein with a BFA degree 
in musical theatre. She is a native of Louisville, KY, and is excited to be participating in 
her second season at OST. Her Otterbein credits include Charley's Aunt, Phantom, A Cho­
rus Line, fake's Women, Pippin and Top Girls.
Jason W. Morrisette (Hastings), Managing Director, Otterbein alum and six year OST 
veteran, this marks the third time that J.W. has played Ed Vaugfian's second baricina. 
One day he hopes to reach the heights of playing Ed's first banana or, at the very least, his 
second orange. He wishes to thank the wonderful cast, the highly overworked crew, and 
the box office babes for an excellent summer.
Melissa Maite Muguruza (properties designer) is a senior BA Theatre performance major
(imagine tliat!) and is grateful for surviving the summer season. She is looking forward
to going on vacation and spending time with her friends and family (if they haven't 
disowned her for not calling). Regretably, Black Coffee, will be her last technical as she 
plans to concentrate on acting (at least tmtil after graduation). Thanks to her incredible 
family, her boyfriend, Brian, for being so understanding, and the heeirt and soul of OST 
(also known as "the crew"): Mami Kuhn, Wade Beam, Peter Nein, Bill Wells, Meg Morman, 
and JW Morrissette (he was drafted). Steve, 1 didn't forget you.. .1 wanted to thank you 
in my own "special way" for helping me keep whafis left of my sanity. Cfood luck to 
those going to NYC.. .'I'll miss you."
Peter Nein (sormd designer) is designing sovmd for this show, just like the last. He hopes 
it wiU not be his last, for then he might die alone and penniless.
Sherri M. Nierman (stage manager) is a senior stage management major from Chandler, 
AZ. She is a transfer student from Chapman University in Orange, CA. Her stage man­
agement credits include: Hair, Never in My Lifetime (Chapman University); Alms for 
Oblivion, Twelfth Night (asm). King Lear (asm) with Shakespeare Orange Coimty; RoWn 
Hood (cism) emd Picasso Does My Maps for Otterbein College. She can be seen next stage 
managing Wind In The Willows in the fall. She would like to thank aU her family and 
friends for all their love and support.
Aaron W. Ramey (Raynor) is a junior BFA musical theatre major from Solon, OH. Previ­
ous Otterbein credits include Phantom, A Few Good Men, Sweet Charity, Assassins and Six 
Degrees of Separation. He'd like to say that Westerville is a town—vicious attack squirrels 
or not. He'd like to thank his parents, the brothers of Pi Beta Sigma, and OfficeMax cause 
it pays the rent.
Bill Wells 0ohnson, master electrician) Bill is a sophomore desi^/tech major from Cin­
cinnati. His most recent work includes properties master for Picasso Does My Maps and 
sound designer/engineer for Educating Rita and The World Goes Round. Bill s lifetime 
goal is to recreate the role of Vinnie from Doogte Howser, MD.
This program printed on 100% recycled paper.
THE PATRONS
The Otteibein Summer Theatre, Com­
pany, Staff and Guest Artists gratefully 
acknowledge the following individuals 
and families that have contributed to our 
30th anniversary patron fund drive. To 
date, almost $7,000 has been contributed. 
Without this generous support we would 
find it difficult to exist.
DIRECTOR ($150 or more)
Dr. Hugh and Elizabeth Allen 
Ruth Arm Branoff 
Mark and Helen Coldiron 
Drs. David and Edie Cole 
Christine L. Cox 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter B. Diol 
Larry and Mary Lou Lawrence 
Albert Minor, Jr.
Paul and Sheila Reiner 
Rich and Bev Rinehart 
Joella S. Runnells 
Annabell and C. K. Smith 
John and Martha l^Aldi
STAR ($100 to $149)
Dennis and Jane A. Blank 
Neva L. Fritsche 
Dr. Theodor rmd Virmy Herwig 
Roger and Robinette Howard 
Dr. and Mrs. John T. Huston 
Fred and Dorothy Landig 
Susan and Ron Musick 
Nevalyn Fritsche Nevil 
Douglas Ray and Sharon Smeltz 
Ned and Marti Garvin Timmons
FEATURED PLAYER ($50 to $99)
Dr. and Mrs. Herbert Bean
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Bonner
Mr. and Mrs. James Burner
Robert Butler
Mr. and Mrs. Bert Charles
Mike and Debra Collins
Alan and Christy Coupland
Ed and Diane Cox
Marilyn Day
Ross and Mary Day
Joseph cmd Leslie Del Gigante
Mr. and Mrs. Henry M. Grotta
Paul and Janet Hanunock
Frederick Isaac
Jeaime and Herb Johnston
Kevin Kirwin
Betty Arm and Ron Litvak
Maey Lord
Patti and Oscar Lord
S. Clark Lord
Joan cmd Don McVay
Dixie Rolison Osborne
Daniel and Mildred Patience
Linda and James Paxton
Margaret Rice
Wendell and Ethel Scott
Howard and Bormie Spring
Don and Mary Stonebumer
Linda T. Stultz
Joarme Van Semt
David and Joyce Warner
Ruth WUkening
CAMEO ($5-$49)
Eileen and Thomas AUumbaugh 
Margaret Ashbrook
Benson and Betty Baker
Nelson and Irmgard Ball
Mary Carol and Gordon Barr
Paul cmd Barbara Baughman
Barbara Beam
Richard Beaulieu
Shirley Behley
Debbie A. Bermati
Dr. Scmdra W. Bermett
Linda J. Bixby
Pat and Lynda Blayney
Carl and Carol Boehm
Cynthia Brady
Daniel amd Joyce Brown
Jerry and Susan Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Brown
Irene Campbell
Larry and Margaret Cepek
Lyn Chamberlain
Helen M. Colflesh
Clcuence and Tamara Collins
Lawrence and Virginia Cowles
John and Sharon Davis
Roger and Dorothy Deibel
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Dermey
Mr. and Mrs. Rod Dew
John and Norma Disinger
Peg and Mike Duffy
Jim and Jan Dunphy
John Eckert
Dorothy B. EibUng
Mrs. Evelyn M. Eimas
Warren and Patricia Emsberger
Delores Evans
Ruth Fechko
Bill and Cheryl Fermeken
Margaret Fenton
Mr. cmd Mrs. Fred E. Fleming
Judy L. Fors3fthe
Sid and Connie Green
Herbert W. Gross
Emily and Sam Hall
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Flarrunond
Nancy E. Flarmelink
Warren and Flazel Hayes
Mr. and Mrs. Cyril Hemmelgam
Gayle M. Herried
Mr. and Mrs. Hinunelsbach
Ruth and Elliott Hodgdon
Yvorme Holsinger
Naomi Jacobs
Thomas and Nancy James
Nancy and Larry Johnson
Suzi and Ron Jones
Robert and Belinda Judson
Martha S. Kinkead
John and Carolyn Kneisly
John G. Lambert
Margaret Lares
Sue Long
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Luckay 
Richard and Gail Lyndes 
Theodore and Dorothy Magley 
Mary Lynn Markert 
Barbara L. Mcutin 
Wcillace and Louise McCoy 
Georgicume McGorum 
Charles and Shirley Mcjunkin 
Mona McKee 
Jack £md Wihna McLain 
Mr. and Mrs. Glerme E. Meek 
Carl and Sharon Merhar 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Miles
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Miller 
Marvin and Lee Miller 
Suzanne Miller 
Linda Mitchell
C. Oliver and Anna Montgomery
Lois and Larry Moon
Elaine Nicol
Alan and Carol Norris
Dennis and Sue Ann Norton
Ruth E. Pifer
L)mn Propst
Albert Reber
Doris Reichert
Roxanne Reinbolt
Joy and Lyim Rinehart
Gerane Rohner
Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Rosenquist
Carolyn Royer
John and Kathleen Rutan
Charles and Alice Salt
Jackleen B. Scott
Jeimifer Scranton
Frances Shaevits
Stan Shriver
A1 and Louise Siegel
Donald and Ruth Smith
Marilyn J. Spires
Rex and Jane Sprague
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald St. Pierre
Daniel and Dora Strohecker
Phyliss S. Tillet
J. Mikal and Janice Townsley
David Tuttle
David and Pat Uhrick
Kathryn UUom
Mr. and Mrs. Waid Vance
Virgirua H. Weaston
V. Ann Weekley
Ella Richey Wells
Gale Whitacre
Mr. and Mrs. Dan L. White
The contributions listed in this program are 
current through July 26,1996. If you are rm 
contributor and your name does not appear 
in this program, please crdl 823-1709.
"If YOU HAVEN'T BEEN TO OAKLAND NURSERY, 
YOU HAVEN'T BEEN TO A NURSERY!"
VISIT US FOR ALL OF YOUR GARDENING NEEDS!!!
•common/exotic trees & shrubs 
•Rose plants 
•Perennials
•Mulches, fertilizers, toals, books, gloves, pesticides 
•Water plants 
•Tropical plants 
•AND SO MUCH MORE!!!
PLEASE REFER TO THE 
COLUMBUS DISPATCH'S 
SUNDAY HOME & GARDEN 
SEQION FOR WEEKLY 
SPECIALS!!!
TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONSs
OAKLAND
NURSERIES
COLUMBUS 1156 Oakland Pk. 268-3511 
DELAWARE 25 Kilbourne Rd. 548-6653
Both locations open 7 days a week!!!
"Serving Central Ohio Since 1940"
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Mark Shanda & the Dept, of Theatre at The Ohio State University •
D. Glen Vanderbilt & the Dept, of Theatre at Ohio Wesleyan University 
• K.A. Menedian, Fine Oriental Rugs • Uncle Sam's Antiques •
Key Color
